EPISODES   OF   THE   GREAT   WAR         [1915

instructive lesson in the folly of dogmatism. In the
spring of 1915 our ships had attempted to beat
down the forts of the Dardanelles without the
assistance of a land army. That effort failed, and
it was condemned as contrary to all the lessons of
history. The criticism was just; but those who
claimed that precedents were not the whole of war
were also justified. For in the evacuation of Gallipoli
we saw an enterprise as flagrantly heterodox succeed.
The " sporting chance " is not as a rule a desirable
obsession for any commander. It is his business to
use the accumulated experience of his predecessors,
and to follow soberly the path of common prudence.
But if some great end is to be won or some great
misfortune avoided, there may come a day when it
is his duty to defy precedents. For it should never
be forgotten that the last hope, the desperate
remedy, and the outside chance may win.

Across the ribbon of the Dardanelles, on the green
plain of Troy, the most famous of the wars of the
ancient world had been fought. The European
shores had now become a no less classic ground of
arms. If the banks of Scamander had seen men
strive desperately with fate, so had the slopes of
Achi Baba and the loud beaches of Helles. Had the
fashion endured of linking the strife of mankind
with the gods, what strange myth would not have
sprung from the rescue of the British troops in the
teeth of winter gales and uncertain seas ! It would
have been rumoured, as at Troy, that Poseidon had
done battle for his children.
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